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CONFIDENTIAL TEHRAN 5380 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PARM XO IR 

SUBJ: INITIAL MEETING OF US-SOVIET WORKING GROUP IN THE INDIAN 
OCEAN 

REF: STATE 142360 

AS THE DEPT IS AWARE, THE SHAH HAS AN INTENSE INTEREST IN 
INDIAN OCEAN AFFAIRS, IS AWARE OF OUR INTENTION TO DISCUSS THE 
SUBJECT WITH THE SOVIET UNION AND EXPECTS THAT HE WILL BE CON- 
SULTED AND KEPT INFORMED AT FREQUENT INTERVALS AS WE MOVE ALONG. 
THIS EXPECTATION ARISES OUT OF CONVERSATIONS THE SHAH HAD WITH 
SECY VANCE AND CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT CHIEFS GEN BROWN DURING 
THEIR RECENT VISITS TO TEHRAN. WE NOTE FROM REFTEL THAT WE HAVE 
ALREADY CONSULTED WITH AND SOUGHT THE VIEWS OF CERTAIN COUNTRIES 
INCLUDING INDIA AND NEW ZEALAND, BUT THAT IRAN WAS NOT INCLUDED 
IN THIS EXERCISE. WE BELIEVE IT IMPORTANT THAT WE FULFILL OUR 
FAIRLY EXPLICIT COMMITMENT TO THE SHAH AND NOT ON EX POST FACTO 
BASIS AS REFTEL IMPLIES. ACCORDINGLY. WOULD APPRECIATE IMMEDIATE 
AUTHORIZATION TO DISCUSS THE SUBJECT AS OUTLINED IN REFTEL 
AND ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION OR GUIDANCE THAT MAY HAVE BEEN 
USED IN DISCUSSIONS WITH THE COUNTRIES MENTIONED IN PARA 3 OF 
REFTEL. WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE BEING KEPT INFORMED OF IMPORTANT 
DEVELOPMENTS AND/OR DECISIONS THAT MAY ENSUE FROM US-USSR BILATERAL 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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WHICH WE MAY PASS ON TO GOI. 

SULLIVAN 
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